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 They came from Mattituck on New York’s Long Island and Newport, Rhode 

Island, and coastal Mississippi and the Delaware coast.  And from all over Florida.  

Women and their Sunfish took over the Sailing Squadron for three bright, sunny October 

days and stayed competitive for eight races on Sarasota Bay.  Thus continued a Sunfish-

at-the-Squadron tradition. 

During the past decade the Squadron has hosted the Sunfish Worlds, the Sunfish 

Masters, the North Americans, the Pan Am Trials, the Midwinters and now, the Women’s 

North American Sunfish Championship.  

We need to thank Cindy Clifton for taking the lead on these major Sunfish events.  

And the LL’s for helping with organization and execution. 

But, first, the Sunfishing.    

Just this past Spring, LL Captain Linda Schwartz and fellow 2009 LL trainee, 

Robin Wall, sailed Sunfish for the first time.  Mere months later, both held their own in a 

field of 22 Sunfish women, many of whom have won multiple national titles and 

competed internationally.  At the end of the third day on the water both Linda and Robin 

seemed a bit dazed but stood tall and proud as they looked at the results posted on the 

bulletin board. 



“The hours of racing made me aware of a multitude of things to improve upon, as 

well as the painful lessons,” noted Robin.  “I must…find some abdominal muscles 

somewhere and wear padded hiking pants in the future.”  

Linda commented, “I learned a great lesson on every leg of every race.” 

Our own Barbara Branning was a solid second place finisher behind Anne 

Edwards from Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi.  Rita Steele placed eighth overall with two 

first place finishes.  Cindy Clifton, Donna Steele and Ursula Olson were within the top 

ten.  Michelle Lee, Nanette Reuss and Dottie Schell, our intrepid Sunfish Captain, 

rounded out the LL entries. 

The regatta spanned three days, managed by PRO Charlie Clifton.  Kirk Burnett, 

Cathy Cartier and I helped Charlie on the race committee boat, Big Ben.  Rachel Harvey 

got great photos of the starts then roamed the course on a chase boat.  Mark and chase 

boats were manned (literally) by Dave Hillmyer, Tony Claudio (father of the youngest 

competitor, from Long Island,) Dave Bridges, Paul Strauley, Dave Olson, Tom Schwartz 

and Carrol Dzina.  Carol McDowell was out there on a chase boat with the boys. 

Jane Owens, Fran Mericle and Jill Welander got everyone registered.  Bridget 

Smith provided sustenance at the SSS for competitors and helped organize the poolside 

party and dinner at the Sarasota Yacht Club after Saturday’s racing.  Wanda Purzycki and 

Renata Mamula tended the SSS bar.  In the months and weeks leading up to the regatta, 

Cindy relied on Michelle and Bridget, Ursula and Rita.  Time well spent. 

A special thank you to Carolyn Firth who is the go-to scorer at SSS.  I’ve 

delivered scoring sheets to Carolyn on several regatta occasions.  She calmly and 

efficiently enters all the data and within minutes, results are posted in the pavillion.   



The 2011 Women’s North American Sunfish Championship will be sailed in 

Great South Bay between Sayville, New York, on Long Island and Fire Island National 

Seashore.  The Sayville organizers are already working hard; they know we set the bar 

high over three sunny days in October. 

The LL’s are busy.  Monthly coaching clinics continue for 420’s, prams and 

Sunfish.  We hosted a FWSA interclub competition shortly after the Sunfish event.  St. 

Pete’s Salty Sisters, Venice’s Bitter Ends and Sarasota Yacht Club’s Keel Magnolias 

raced in prams and Sunfish on a perfect morning.  The headline is that new LL Kimberly 

Duplissey took First Place in prams while another newbie, Jennifer Verhagen, took Third.  

Michelle Lee has dual citizenship in SSS and SYC, so representing SYC she won the 

Sunfish class.  Cindy Clifton, SYC, second and our own Nanette, third. 

A few days later the Salty Sisters hosted another interclub event; very litte wind 

but good times nonetheless.  Lisa Dodds and Loretta Garber sailed in the one Sunfish 

race; Loretta placed fifth.  After bobbing about in a very placid Tampa Bay, new LL 

Jacki Booker and Jane Owens, our Pram Captain, were towed in along with all the other 

prams.  Sometimes “sailing” mutates into “towing.”  Lean back and enjoy the ride. 

More interclub competitions are scheduled.  Just remember this quote from Buddy 

Melges on how to sail a winning race; “Start first and increase your lead.” 
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2010 Women’s Sunfish North American – at the gate/ Photo by Rachel Harvey 
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